Religious Life of the School

pg. 1

GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
SPRINGFIELD LAKES
RELIGIOUS LIFE OF THE SCHOOL
Introduction

The Religious Life of the School at Good Shepherd Catholic Primary School Springfield Lakes
focus on the second dimension of religious education, commonly referred to as “teaching
people to be religious in a particular way” (Moran, 1991). The Religious Life of the School
provides a lens through which Good Shepherd may audit and further develop its religious life.

Structure of the Religious Life of the School

The Religious Life of the School for Good Shepherd Catholic Primary School Springfield Lakes
comprises four interrelated components: Religious Identity and Culture; Evangelisation and Faith
Formation; Prayer and Worship; and Social Action and Justice. Each of these components, while
mutually reinforcing, provides a significant focus on a distinctive aspect of the religious life of the school.
Each component is further sub-divided into three elements as the graphic organiser below
indicates. These elements form the elaborations and have been developed to provide guidance and
support.

Components of the Religious Life of the School

Evangelisation and Faith Formation
Evangelisation and faith formation focus in an explicit way on the call to hear the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Good Shepherd assists the community to respond to it in daily life and to deepen personal
understanding and faith.
Living the gospel
• creating a Christ-centred environment
• embedding the gospel practices and processes
• celebrating the Good News
Spiritual formation
• planning formation for students
• responding to diversity
• seeking creative expressions
Witness to the wider community
• celebrating with others
• reaching out
• making connections
• communicating the message
Evangelisation and faith formation
Prayer and Worship
Prayer and worship is integral to the life of Good Shepherd, nourishing the spiritual growth of all
members of our school community.
Christian prayer
• drawing on the tradition
• nurturing prayer life
• providing a variety of experiences
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Celebrating liturgy and sacraments
• developing skills in liturgy
• promoting participation in liturgy
• celebrating sacraments
Ritualising everyday life
• ritualising life events
• using prayer rituals in school
Prayer and worship
Religious identity and culture
All areas of learning contribute to the religious identity and culture of Good Shepherd. The
classroom religion program is not the only learning area that contributes to the school’s religious
identity and culture.
Ethos and charism
• embedding ethos and charism
• living vision and mission
• communicating the ethos and charism
Authentic Christian community
• respecting dignity and diversity
• building quality relationships
• practising Christian hospitality
Sense of the sacred
• creating a sense of the sacred
• enhancing the religious culture
• resourcing for a sense of the sacred
Religious identity and culture
Social justice and action
Good Shepherd works to build the dispositions of empathy and solidarity in students through
programs for service- learning, social justice and outreach experiences.
Justice in the school community
• respecting the dignity of all
• praying for justice
• building a just community
Action for justice
• applying Catholic social teaching
• caring for the environment
• Learning through service
Reflection on action for justice
• promoting critical discernment
• building a culture of reflection
Social justice and action
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Religious Life of the School Elaborations
Each of the four components of the Religious Life of
the School has further been sub-divided into three
elements and form the elaborations.
These elaborations can be used to critique current
practice with a view to further enhancing the spiritual
and faith development of students.
Elaborations of the Religious Life of the School align
with the content descriptions of the Religion
Curriculum P-12 and are coded accordingly.
Good Shepherd ensures a range and balance of
elaborations from across all four components are
represented in the religious education curriculum.
Further detail can be found on each component
located in the religious life of the school elaborations .

Evangelisation and Faith Formation
Living the Gospel
Spiritual Formation
Witness to the wider community

Living the Gospel - Values, Spirituality, Charism

Religious and Cultural Identity
From the first moment that a student sets foot in a Catholic School, he or she ought to have the
impression of entering a new environment, one illuminated by the light of faith, and having its own
unique characteristics. The inspiration of Jesus must be translated from the ideal into the real. The
Gospel spirit should be evident in a Christian way of thought and life which permeates all facets of the
educational climate.
(Religious Dimension of Education in a Catholic School, 1988, n.25)

Jesus Christ is central to understanding Christianity. Good Shepherd introduces the students to a view
of the world founded on scripture and the ongoing tradition of the Church and embedded in the Catholic,
religious and cultural identity of the school. Staff believe that they are called to live the Gospel.
This worldview is expressed through beliefs, values and practices, quality relationships, the aesthetic,
social and physical environments, as well as organisational structures and procedures. These
expressions are shaped and developed in such a way as to maximise their positive impact upon the
religious and spiritual formation of all members in the school community. Knowledge and skills of staff
and students through the Connected Curriculum with a focus on Design Thinking (Ewan McIntosh founder of NoTosh, the no-nonsense company that makes accessible the creative process required to
innovate: to find meaningful problems and solve them: (dance, drama, digital technologies, music, and
visual arts) are utilised to effectively communicate and promote elements of the Catholic, religious and
cultural identity of Good Shepherd Catholic Primary School.
Good Shepherd derives its identity and culture from its Catholic Christian character. All members of
Good Shepherd’s community are called to be a real and living expression, as Religious Leaders, for
the pastoral mission of the Church, in the world.
The complexity of the modern world makes it all the more necessary to increase awareness of the
ecclesial identity of the Catholic school. It is from its Catholic identity that the school derives its original
characteristics and its ‘structure’ as a Genuine instrument of the Church, a place of real and specific
pastoral ministry. (The Catholic School on the Threshold of the Third Millennium, 1997, n.11).
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A true test of Good Shepherd’s authentic Catholic and cultural identity is the extent to which the Catholic
Church is present in the school and the school is present in the Catholic Church.
The Australian Curriculum (i.e., all the activities and experiences that promote students’ learning
and development as whole persons) is also an expression of our Catholic, religious and cultural
identity. This is especially so, in the ways in which areas of learning are presented and
timetabled, pedagogy is experienced, student engagement in Personalised Learning is promoted,
assessment and reporting processes occur, and student wellbeing is nurtured.
The tone and meaning of Good Shepherd’s Catholic, religious and cultural identity makes a statement
about what is important and valued within Good Shepherd’s community and what effects are excluded
or ignored. As Elliot Eisner (1994) has reminded us, the explicit or formal curriculum is a small part of
what is actually taught. Revising the content of this explicit curriculum does nothing to address the
implicit curriculum.
The Archdiocesan Vision – Jesus Communion Mission
As an educational mission of the local church, Catholic schools share in the vision and priorities of the
Archdiocese of Brisbane.
Catholic Educators:
• Embrace the person and vision of Jesus
• Build communion with God and others
• Engage in Christ’s mission in our world
The Christian Values of Catholic Education in the Archdiocese of Brisbane
• Our Catholic Christian tradition – journeying, growing, renewing
• Dignity and justice for all – recognition of human dignity and equality
• Catholic Christian community – service of others, a joyful presence
• Search for truth – zest for life, learning, quality achievement
• Collaboration and subsidiarity – “shared wisdom”
• Creativity – flexible and future orientated
• Stewardship – responsible, accountable, seek truth and the right way
• A mutual accountability – report on outcomes
The overarching goal for learning at the Good Shepherd Catholic Primary School is to empower learners
of all ages to shape and enrich our changing world by living the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Good Shepherd’s School Values
Good Shepherd Catholic Primary School continues to build a learning community by drawing from the
values of the Gospel, as shown through the life and teaching of Jesus, The Good Shepherd, in
particular:
•
•
•
•

Respect: We value the dignity of individuals and all creations
Faith: We trust in God
Hope: We are responsible for ensuring a sustainable future
Love: We believe in forgiveness, compassion, inclusiveness, belonging, welcome and
hospitality

The above school values were chosen by the Foundation Steering Committee in 2011 in setting up
Good Shepherd. These values are mentioned in the initial Springfield Education Brief (2011). The
values have been incorporated in the Mercy Values.
Prior to Good Shepherd’s Opening and Blessing in 2013, permission was sought and granted from The
Congregation Leader, Brisbane Sisters of Mercy, (Sister Sandra Lupi RSM) to place Good Shepherd
under the patronage of Catherine McAuley. See Copy of Letter at the end of this Resource and
Handbook.
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Mercy Values
At the heart of Catherine McAuley’s understanding of God’s mercy are several values which should
pervade and give character to every mission, in every time and place, for which today, we as Good
Shepherd community are responsible.
Good Shepherd is committed to ensure that our education and all areas in which our staff minister and
our community aspire to being mercy to others, are based on the Mercy Tradition which holds the
following values:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mercy: We act compassionately and courageously, open to others and to their needs, nurturing
hope and joy.
Hospitality: we create a community where all feel welcome, through openness to people, ideas
and challenges
Acceptance: We embrace unconditionally the uniqueness and diversity of people, fostering
quality and fairness in relationships.
Excellence: We are committed to quality, continuous learning and improvement.
Dignity: We treat all people with respect, accepting their right to spiritual, emotional and physical
safety and care.
Empowerment: We assist and advocate passionately for and with people, enabling them to
make life enhancing choices and to gain control over life shaping decisions.
Integrity: We act ethically, justly and honestly to all including, an appreciation for ecology.

Good Shepherd derives its identity and culture from its Catholic Christian character. All members of
Good Shepherd’s community are called to be a real and living expression, as Religious Leaders, for
the pastoral mission of the Church, in the world.
Good Shepherd Catholic Primary School is a place where the school community promotes and lives
the Mercy values through:
• Liturgical celebrations, prayer, ritual and symbols (traditional and recontextualized),
iconography – (traditional and recontextualised).
• Honouring the Saints chosen that form part of Good Shepherd’s culture.
• Practices of acceptance and reconciliation through how we do school at Good Shepherd.
• Opportunities for evangelization – Respect for all religions
• Supporting the learning of everyone, through practices of consistence, explicitness and
creativeness.
• Retreat and prayer experiences
• Christian Meditation
• Having high expectations for all that we do as a community.
• Engagement in genuine conversation, reflection, and active listening
• Promoting creativity and sustainability
• Communion with others, the land, our Indigenous Sisters and Brothers, Father, Son and Spirit
• Practices and structures that promote wellbeing and social justice. Witnessing faith through
charity and social justice (Oscar Romero – Option for the Poor. Archbishop Romero is
increasingly recognised as a model Christian, a pastor and a bishop – a saint for the 21st
century. In his ministry in San Salvador, he enfleshed or ‘made incarnate’ the option for the
poor as did each of the saints chosen for Good Shepherd that help us to live out our lives.)
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Spiritual Formation Induction of Staff

All staff, new to Good Shepherd, are expected to participate in a two-day Induction Formation Program
relevant to our school. This formation is held each year, in November. The Induction involves a team from
Good Shepherd, Brisbane Catholic Education and the wider
religious communities who meet in the months leading up to
the Induction Formation Program. The Induction focuses on
building a Culture of Catholic Identity, Building a Culture of
Personalised Learning, Building a Culture of Professional
Learning and Building a Relational Community. The internal
pillars focus on the model of the Four Pillars (Anthropology,
Epistemology, Cosmology and Heritage) which proposes a
framework for promoting and implementing the ethos and
mission of the Catholic school through the lens of
Anthropology, Epistemology, Cosmology and Heritage.
(Inclusive of Good Shepherd’s Patroness, Venerable
Catherine McAuley, and the School’s Saints who model leadership and spiritual inspiration).
In 2012 the Induction Formation Program Framework created the basis for Good Shepherd’s Mission
Statement and Good Shepherd’s Way of Being Community. The principles of the Induction Formation
Program are a pathway for Good Shepherd’s direction and purpose as part of working in a contemporary
Catholic school environment.
Procedure
1. Good Shepherd has developed an Induction Formation Program for all new staff members.
Existing staff are invited to attend part of these days.
2. Early Careers Teachers and those new to Catholic schools are encouraged to attend Induction
Days organised by Brisbane Catholic Education as well as meetings with the Leadership Team
throughout the year.
Guidelines
The Induction Formation Program for all new staff members includes:
• Involvement in an annually planned, Induction Formation Program which focuses on
the Four Pillars (Anthropology, Epistemology, Cosmology and Heritage). For, ECT
(Early Careers Teacher) a series of discussions will take place throughout the year,
aimed especially at helping the teacher to understand the particular mission of a Catholic
school. The Guidelines and Workbook for the Induction of ECT has been developed for
this purpose. A mentor teacher is appointed by Good Shepherd to meet with the ECT.
Topics include:
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Implications of the Vision and Mission Statements
Curriculum Policy
Behaviour Support for Learning Policy
Interaction with Parents
Staff Community
Reporting
Parent/Teacher Interviews
Reviewing Teacher Effectiveness
School Renewal
Contemporary learning and teaching environment
Retreat and prayer experiences

Witness to the Wider Community
In Need of Heroes – Good Shepherd’s Saints

Good Shepherd’s Feast Day
Good Shepherd is the name chosen for the school in Springfield Lakes. On the Fourth Sunday after
Easter, is always known as Good Shepherd Sunday. To this end, this is the day chosen to celebrate
the school’s Feast-day. The Gospel each year, comes from the tenth chapter of John’s Gospel, where
the Lord speaks of Himself as a shepherd. Through the image of the Good Shepherd, Jesus presents
himself as a unique means of salvation (sheep gate) and as a selfless, caring shepherd who provides
protection and life itself. Besides guiding his flock to eternal life as a good shepherd, Jesus himself is
the gateway to eternal life. Jesus compares himself to "the shepherd" and to "the gate". The first title of
"the shepherd" represents his ownership because the shepherd is the true owner of his flock. The
second title of "the gate" represents his leadership. Jesus is the gate, the only way. He is the only
mediator between God and the people.
The message is that everyone who is entrusted with the care of others, is a shepherd. Hence priests,
parents, teachers, doctors, nurses, government officials, etc. are all shepherds. We become good
shepherds by loving those entrusted to us, praying for them, spending our time and talents with them
and guarding them from physical and spiritual perils. Let us pray for each other as we are “Called by
Name”, to be shepherds in His Name.
Sheep often get a bad rap. Dumb, bleating, aimless followers of the one at the front of the pack. But
new research is showing us that they have an intelligence yet to be fully discovered. Jesus’ reference
to sheep is always so gentle, so encouraging, and so loving and he speaks of this in terms of a
relationship the sheep have with him. We are his sheep. How well do we know his voice? How safe do
we feel with our shepherd? How strong is our sense of belonging? Our prayer to The Shepherd, Jesus,
gather us to you so that no-one can snatch us away from the Father’s care. Keep us safe and help us
to feel safe no matter what we face. We want to be one with you and the Father!
Good Shepherd fosters the call to live the gospel through such ways as:
• Reflecting the life and message of Jesus Christ through routines and practices e.g.
hospitality and outreach
• Establishing policies, practices and structures that promote inclusion and a sense of
belonging to a Christian community
• Presenting the gospel message in engaging ways
Good Shepherd nurtures the spiritual formation of each individual through such ways as:
• Providing faith formation experiences for students, staff and parents
• Providing opportunities to express spiritual awareness through the creative arts
• Celebrating the religious unity and diversity within the school community
Good Shepherd witnesses to the wider community through such ways as:
• Building collaborative relationships with the parish and local Church
• Participating in the life of the local community e.g. service organisations,
youth ministry, aged-care
• Engaging with students from other schools to give witness to the beliefs
and values of the Catholic tradition (Combined school and Parish Mass
each year during Catholic Education Week)
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Prayer and Worship

Christian prayer
Celebrating liturgy and sacraments
Ritualising everyday life
Christian Prayer - Morning prayer gathering
This is expressed through the school community gathering in prayer
every morning, through prayer gatherings and assemblies, Parish Mass
during Catholic Education Week, Mass and\or liturgies to mark significant
school and liturgical events (e.g. feast days and days of Holy Obligation);
through working for social justice and fundraising activities; through staff
and students spiritual development through participating in professional
learning and renewal activities. Living out the Charism through engaging
with the BCEO spiritual formation framework, especially ‘Catching Fire’.
In addition, the school’s Mission is displayed in all learning places and is
explained to families seeking enrolment at Good Shepherd.
Good Shepherd builds authentic Christian community through such ways as:
• Celebrating the cultural diversity of the school
• Acknowledging connections with the wider church community
• Welcoming encouraging and supporting participation of families in the life of the
school.
Good Shepherd creates and values a sense of the sacred
through such ways as:
• Establishing and maintaining sacred and reflective
spaces in classrooms and around the school
• Providing professional learning for staff on religious
art and iconography
• Using the natural environment to enhance a sense of
the sacred.

Celebrating Liturgy and Sacraments

Good Shepherd celebrates liturgy and sacraments through
such ways as:
• Providing formation for staff, students and parents
• Arranging the physical environment and providing
resources for full and active participation in liturgy and
sacrament
• Providing opportunities for the celebration of the
sacraments within the life of the school
• Supporting the parish in the celebrations of significant celebrations.
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Ritualising Everyday Life

Good Shepherd recognises and ritualises the sacredness of everyday life through
such ways as:
• Everywhere God is known and celebrated, linked to Mother Earth and
Creation
• Heart of the Divine – Community know that all are loved as they are Made
in the Image and Likeness of God
• Ritualising life events e.g. rites of passage,
• Daily Christian Meditation
• beginning and end of year, times of grief and loss
• Including prayer rituals in the day-to-day procedures and routines of school life
• Inviting parental involvement in prayer rituals
• Participating in significant community celebrations i.e Feast Days, ANZAC Day etc
Good Shepherd Catholic Primary School is a ministry of the local church and collaborates with
the Springfield Parish of Our Lady of the Southern Cross, other Archdiocesan agencies and
community/government agencies to serve the Springfield community.
The purpose of the Catholic school is the development of human beings steeped in the
profound human values embodied in Jesus Christ.
Catholic schools nurture students’ faith and lead them to deepen their relationship with God
through prayer and celebration, their growing knowledge and understanding of the Scriptures
and Catholic Tradition, and action in the world for peace and justice.
Our goal is to enhance our Catholic Identity, in a language that reflect and recognises God’s
presence permeating throughout Good Shepherd Catholic Primary School. We do this by
strengthening the integration of faith, life and culture, inviting students to discover God’s
presence in their daily lives and engaging them in a dialogue between their life experiences and
Catholic teaching.
In this way they may grow in understanding of themselves and their world in light of the Gospel
and be empowered to take responsibility for themselves and for creating a just society.
Further, our goal is to build a community of faith and hope, where we are all inspired by the
person and teachings of Jesus Christ and imbued with the Holy Spirit and work together for the
benefit of each member of the school community.
Good Shepherd nurtures the Christian prayer life of its community through such ways as:
•
•
•
•
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Teaching and using a variety of traditional prayers and devotions for individual and
communal use
Scheduling time to allow for prayer and worship across the school (School
Timetable)
Immersing students in diverse experiences of prayer e.g. Christian meditation
Teaching about the charism and prayer life of the saints that their building is named
for (e.g. Ignatius Designing Place + The Examen).

Religious Identity and Culture
Ethos and Charism
Authentic Christian community
Sense of the Sacred

Ethos and Charism - Venerable Catherine McAuley (1778-1841) Patroness of Good
Shepherd
Good Shepherd Catholic Primary School Springfield Lakes has been
placed under the patronage of Venerable Catherine McAuley,
Foundress of the Sisters of Mercy and therefore draws its charism from
the ways of Catherine McAuley. Each year our new staff induction
Program focuses on the Mercy traditions and their impact on the
school’s mission.
The Sisters of Mercy founded schools between Brisbane and Ipswich
from 1861. Catherine’s legacy is found throughout the Ipswich area.
Many of the schools in the Ipswich area have already celebrated one
hundred plus years of Mercy presence.
In 2012, Good Shepherd Catholic Primary School Springfield Lakes was placed under the
patronage of Venerable Catherine McAuley, Foundress of the Sisters of Mercy. Permission was
granted from The Congregation Leader of the Sisters of Mercy, Brisbane Congregation (Sister
Sandra Lupi RSM), prior to opening the school on 30 January 2013. Good Shepherd draws
inspiration from the Mercy charism through the actions and words of Catherine McAuley. Each
year, Good Shepherd’s new Staff Induction Formation Program focuses on the Mercy charisms
and their impact on the school’s mission.
It is Good Shepherd’s community desire to be animated by the kindling fire of Catherine
McAuley's charism – her daring vision and courage, immense practicality, heartfelt compassion,
humour and hospitality - and, within and beyond all these qualities, a woman of prayer with a
total trust in the Providence of God.
The charism of Mercy gifted to
Catherine McAuley and to the
congregation that she founded,
reveals itself and opens up its
richness gradually, through
many circumstances and the
influence of many people in her
life. Pondering her story, not
only reveals the richness and uniqueness of the Mercy charism, but also the wondrous and
mysterious ways of God. The birthing of the charism of Mercy in Catherine was a life-long journey
of discovery of the Mercy of God, which she so often found in the challenging circumstances of
her own life and in the lives and struggles of the suffering and poor. Catherine’s deep faith in
God, who is Mercy, and her experience of the pain of poverty, shaped her prayer and, in turn,
her prayer and discernment shaped her response to the needs of her day.
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Catherine McAuley initially, dedicated the religious
order to the education of poor young catholic women
of Dublin and is now a worldwide order where the
education and rights of all young people are first and
foremost in the minds of the educators. Catherine
McAuley grew up in Ireland (born 1778) at a time
when Catholics, who were approximately 75 – 80%
of the population, were amongst the poorest of the
poor.
Due to family circumstances Catherine was
personally spared a life of poverty but her
observations of Catholic families living in slums rife with disease and epidemics, lacking in
education and full of wide-spread begging never left her memory. She commenced her “mercy
works” early in life, led by her strong Catholic faith; Catherine always wished to give something
to the poor.
Catherine soon grew to realise that the way to help the young women of Ireland was through
education and refuge. To the end of her life Catherine insisted that she never intended to
establish a community of religious Sisters; all she ever wanted to do was to help the poor because
that was “what God was asking of me”. She also famously said “If the order is my work the sooner
it falls to the ground the better, if it is God’s work it needs no one”, In agreeing with Catherine’s
views the Archbishop of Dublin assured her that she and her associates could follow an
apostolate that was not bound by cloister and that her congregation would have a status
independent of other religious congregations.
In this we see an important step in the development of apostolic religious congregations for
women. The movement towards external apostolate was made (i.e. that of going out to people
instead of having come to the Convent). Up to this point monastic enclosure dictated what
apostolate could be undertaken by women. On 8 December 1830
Catherine, Anna Maria Doyle and Elizabeth Hurley began their novitiate
in the Presentation Convent in George’s Hill and were professed
according to a special vow formula approved by the Archbishop.In 1827
the House of Mercy was opened and on December 12, 1831 the
congregation of the Sisters of Mercy was established. Catherine’s strong
desire to follow in the footsteps of Jesus led to voluntary poverty for all
Sisters of Mercy and so Catherine’s mission, to be creditable with the
poor, meant it necessary to live in solidarity with them. Catherine
McAuley died on November 11, 1841 and her legacy lives on through
every Mercy school, hospital and Works of Mercy, throughout the world.
Ten years and a total of fourteen foundations later, Catherine died and
was buried in the Convent Cemetery in Baggot Street.
Today’s Reference to Catherine McAuley
The natural talent for leadership with which God had gifted Catherine was enhanced by her
feminine qualities of mind and heart which drew young people to her.
Carmel Bourke RSM (Religious Sister of Mercy)
Catherine’s Legacy for Today
Her legacy is charity for all and especially care for the poor and weak, stopping human trafficking
as well as helping women empower in all aspects of life.
Charism
Preferential option for the poor.
Life of generous service to persons in need, special concern for women and children.
Spirit of hospitality, justice, compassion and trust in the providence of God.
Feast Day: November 11
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Quotes from Catherine McAuley
We can never say, “it is enough”
“We should be shining lamps, giving light to all around us”. “A good beginning is of great
importance.”
“We must strive to do ordinary things extraordinarily well.”
“Will you tell the Sisters to get a good cup of tea…when I am gone and to comfort one another”.

Highlighting the Charism

To highlight the charism of Good Shepherd, key buildings and walkways have been named
which reflect saints and their focus on learning, compassion, sustainability and inclusiveness.
These include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Catherine McAuley Boulevard
Mercy Hospitality Centre – (Tuckshop)
Assisi Exploring Place – Prep
MacKillop Discovery Place – Years 1
Nagle Creating Place - Year 2
Ignatius Designing Place – Years 3 and 4
Hildegard Leading Place - Year 5 and 6
McAuley Learning Place (Resource Centre)
Dirram Yani (Undercover)

Good Shepherd strives to develop through the Religious Life of the School, an identity which
deepens an understanding of the important role religion plays in society.
“Pope Francis: In this work (peace building), the role of religion is fundamental. It is not possible to
build bridges between people while forgetting God. But the converse is also true: it is not possible
to establish true links with God while ignoring other people. Hence it is important to intensify
dialogue among the various religions, and I am thinking particularly of dialogue with Islam.”
Pope Francis, March 23, 2013
“If we go in search of other people, other cultures, other ways of thinking, other religious, we come
out of ourselves and begin that beautiful adventure that is called ‘dialogue’. Dialogue is very
important for one’s maturity, because in relation with other people, relations with other culture,
also in healthy relations with other religions, one grows; grows, matures.”
August 21, 2013, to a group of Japanese students.
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Authentic Christian Community

Brisbane Catholic Education – Vision, Mission, Values and Story
Good Shepherd’s Vision, Mission, Values and our Story

The mission of any group of people is how God works through us to live out the vision. Vision,
mission and values of Catholic school and office community underpin the lived expression of its
culture. It expresses core beliefs, values, traditions, symbols and patterns of behaviour which
provide meaning to the community and help shape the lives of students, teachers and parents.
It guides our Catholic Identity and determines the authentic continuity of mission and purpose.
Good Shepherd’s Vision, Mission and Mercy Values underpin the lived expression of our culture.
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Mercy Values
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mercy: We act compassionately and courageously, open to others and to their needs,
nurturing hope and joy.
Hospitality: we create a community where all feel welcome, through openness to people,
ideas and challenges
Acceptance: We embrace unconditionally the uniqueness and diversity of people,
fostering quality and fairness in relationships.
Excellence: We are committed to quality, continuous learning and improvement.
Dignity: We treat all people with respect, accepting their right to spiritual, emotional and
physical safety and care.
Empowerment: We assist and advocate passionately for and with people, enabling them
to make life enhancing choices and to gain control over life shaping decisions.
Integrity: We act ethically, justly and honestly to all including, an appreciation for ecology.
Good Shepherd Catholic Primary School is a place where the school community
promotes and lives the Mercy values through:

Teach, Challenge and Transform is reflected in the Mercy values of Good Shepherd as
well as:
The Story, Our Story, My Story
Brisbane Catholic Education's vision, mission
and values align with BCE Formation Framework
of living and telling its stories:
The Story - the Meta narrative
Our Story - the Communal Narrative
My Story - the Personal Narrative
The Vision – The Story (Brisbane Catholic Education)
Our mission begins is grounded in the Brisbane Archdiocesan Mission:
Jesus, Communion, Mission
God generously pours out, and never ceases to pour out, the divine goodness, so that the
one who is creator of all things might at last become ‘all in all’ (1Cor 15:28), thus
simultaneously assuring God’s own glory and our happiness.
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Strong Catholic Identity

Strong Catholic Identity is a key strategy of Brisbane Catholic Education.
The purpose of this strategy is to assist school and office communities to better understand how
their Catholic Identity is expressed and to be intentional about developing that identity through
every facet within the community.
This strategy provides an umbrella and integrating design for these activities. In particular,
the strategy seeks to support the distinctiveness and vision of Catholic schools as they contribute
to the rich cultural and religious diversity of today’s world.
Brisbane Catholic Education adopts a re-contextualised understanding of Catholic Identity. This
is defined by engagement with secular and pluralist contexts and articulation of a holistic Catholic
Identity within those contexts. It is supported by the two key drivers of dialogue and a symbolic
understanding of religion.
The four key dimensions: Mission, Formation, Curriculum and Culture provide the basis for
ensuring that the work of schools and office communities remains Christ-centred while
encouraging a diversity of authentic.

Sense of the Sacred

School Name – Good Shepherd

“I have come that you may have life and have it to the full. I am the Good Shepherd”
John 10:10-11
This Gospel verse depicts the values identified for the community of Good Shepherd Catholic
Primary School. It speaks to us of belonging and connectedness. Good Shepherd recognizes
the importance of the inclusion, care and compassion for each member of the school community
as well as, care for the Earth. Families are welcomed, supported and nourished in the love of
God.
(Brisbane Catholic Education SPIRE)

School Motto – Called by Name

Good Shepherd Catholic Primary School motto, “Called by Name”, depicts a community where
individuals are known, respected, and valued. This is reflected in Good Shepherd’s Way of Being
Community at Good Shepherd, Dispositions of a Learner and the Care Rules. The motto
proclaims a community where all belong, are included, and connect with each other. The motto
signifies the call by God to be people of welcome, respect, hope, faith, love, compassion and
reconciliation. The community is “Called by Name” to be a sacramental people who are
challenged, to live out the gospel values.

School Logo

Good Shepherd Catholic Primary School’s logo symbolises the call and connectedness in Jesus,
the Good Shepherd. As reflected in Good Shepherd’s Mission Statement “By being open and
welcoming, reaching out to others with justice and compassion”.
Good Shepherd Catholic Primary School logo symbolises the call and connectedness in Jesus,
the Good Shepherd with the Indigenous and the land (Earth).
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This symbolism is of Jesus the Good Shepherd and forms part of our Logo

This indigenous symbolism is of the community
acknowledges the Jagera and Turriubul people

and

This symbolism is of our
connection with the environment
The placement of these symbols
together in the logo, along with the motto “Called by Name”,
symbolises the call and connectedness in Jesus, the Good
Shepherd.

Good Shepherd’s Religious Icons

These icons have been designed and created by
Brian Shephard (Husband of Terese Shephard,
Foundation APRE 2012 to 2017). They are visual
reminders of our faith. The stainless-steel
Shepherd’s Crook Cross with the gold hook, was
erected in 2013 and the Icon including the Shepherd’s
Crook, the dots that symbolise the community of the
local indigenous, acknowledging the Jagera and
Turriubul people as the traditional owners of the land
on which the school is built, as well as, the green and
blue lines that symbolise the school’s connection with
the environment – sky, water, earth.

The shepherd's crook is a long and sturdy stick with a hook at one end, often with the point flared
outwards, used by a shepherd to manage and sometimes catch sheep. In addition, the crook
may aid in defending against attack by predators. When traversing rough terrain, a crook is an
aid to balance.

Symbol

The shepherd’s crook is also referred to as the shepherd’s staff or the shepherd’s crosier.

Meaning

Each part of the shepherd’s crook has meaning. The straight portion of the crook is symbolic of
righteous rule. The curved portion is symbolic of reaching outward to draw people to Christ. The
shepherd’s staff is a symbol of Jesus Christ who is the Good Shepherd. As the Good Shepherd,
Jesus cares for His flock (The shepherd’s crook is also a symbol for the pastoral offices of the
Catholic or Christian Churches - (Bishops, Archbishops). Archbishop/Bishops are referred to as
shepherds of The Good Shepherd, called to shepherd their flock (Archdiocese/Diocese) (John
21:15-17; 1 Peter 5:1-4). As shepherds, Archbishops/Bishops guide, lead, and serve their
congregations in the spirit of Jesus, The Good Shepherd.
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Good Shepherd’s Heroes

In recognition of the spirituality and charism of the Saints connected with Good Shepherd. The
following section relates to Good Shepherd’s Saints, highlighting the spiritual significance of the
lives of these saints in our lives. “We stand on their shoulders” and all significant leaders in
education, “who have gone before us”.
(Psalm 23) and Jesus lays down His life for His sheep (John 10:1-6, 11-18).
“Standing on the Shoulders” Joyce Johnson Rouse
©1995 Rouse House Music from Love Large CD by Earth Mama® www.earthmama.org
I am standing on the shoulders of the ones who came before me
I am stronger for their courage; I am wiser for their words
I am lifted by their longing for a fair and brighter future
I am grateful for their vision, for their toiling on this Earth
We are standing on the shoulders of the ones who came before us
They are saints and they are humans, they are angels, they are friends
We can see beyond the struggles and the troubles and the challenge
When we know that by our efforts things will be better in the end
I imagine our world if they hadn’t tried
We wouldn’t be here celebrating today
For many Catholics and Christians, Saints are viewed as being the heroes of the church. While
they are not directly worshiped, Saints are held in such regard that Catholics will often pray to
them in order to request their assistance. With the exception of the archangels, Saints were
ordinary people, who lived ordinary lives. During their lives, each and every saint was considered
to be a positive role model. Their selfless and generous natures could be seen in their actions,
and devotion to helping humanity.
Many Saints had a life mission that drove them towards helping others, while spreading the word
of God. Through their actions and efforts, Saints were able to help humanity as a whole, in their
own way. Their actions made them legends of their own time, and today they inspire the way in
which we live out our lives. Today, more than ever we are in need of heroes. These heroes
threatened the Status Quo; however, they teach us to live like Jesus.
We always thank God when we pray for you, because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus
and of the love you have for all the saints. - Colossians 1:3-5
Sanctify yourself and you will sanctify society. - St. Francis of Assisi
For centuries, the church has confronted the human community with role models of greatness.
We call them saints when what we really often mean to say is ‘icon,’ ‘star,’ ‘hero,’ ones so
possessed by an internal vision of divine goodness that they give us a glimpse of the face of God
in the center of the human. They give us a taste of the possibilities of greatness in ourselves. Joan Chittister
I am reminded of the biblical use of the term saint in the book of Acts. That it applies to each of
us. All who are attempting to imitate the Christ in their lives merit the title of saint. Some do it
more fully than others and are willing to let go of more to get the job done. - Matthew Fox
To highlight the Mercy charisms of Good Shepherd, key buildings and walkways have been
named, reflecting saints that, in our contemporary society, would be closely connected with
Catherine McAuley’s Spirituality. Each saint focuses on learning, compassion, sustainability,
social justice, and inclusiveness.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Catherine McAuley Boulevard
Mercy Hospitality Centre – Tuckshop
Assisi Exploring Place – Prep
MacKillop Discovery Place – Year 1
Nagle Creating Place – Year 2
Ignatius Designing Place – Years 3 and 4
Hildegard Leading Place – Years 5 and 6
McAuley Learning Place (Resource Centre)

Charism

Joan
Chittister
describes
charism “as a living passion for
whatever dimension of the life of
Christ …peace, truth, healing,
mercy … is missing now. Here,
in our time. Where we are.
A charism is a deep awareness
of a Gospel value or values
linked to a special need in the
world. The Gospel value or
emphasis remains constant
over the history of the group
throughout history. The area of
need also remains constant, but
the specific expressions of the
need may change over time,
place and culture. Charism is
always at the service of
mission.”
Father Anthony Gittens says
that mission is a job description
of God. Mission is God’s action.
The Church does not have a
mission; God’s mission has a
Church.
The
Presentation
Sisters do not have a mission;
we are the Presentation face of God’s
mission. Proclamation is about the
mission of God, not about our mission.

Mary MacKillop
Francis of Assisi - Catherine McAuley - Ignatius of Loyola
Hildegard of Bingen
Nano Nagle

The story of each saint, who is part of
Good Shepherd as a lived example for members of this community, is presented in the following
image.
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Social Justice and Action

Justice in the School Community
Action for Justice
Reflection on action for justice

Justice in the School Community

Good Shepherd practises justice within its own community through such ways as:
• Identifying, implementing and promoting policies, structures and
practices that respect the rights and dignity of all members of the school
community.
• Applying Christian stewardship to the resources and environment of the school
• Establishing just processes of discernment and critical judgement when
making
decisions.

Action for Justice

Good Shepherd acts for justice through such ways as:
• Implementing policies and practices within the school that nurture a
generosity of spirit
• Reviewing and monitoring the complexity and expense of experiences
offered by the school in light of catholic social teaching.
• Engaging with student initiated and/or local justice projects as part of the curriculum.

Reflects on its Action for Justice

Good Shepherd consciously reflects on its action for justice through such ways as:
• Incorporating practices of review and critique in relation to current
actions for justice within the school community
• Building a reflective component into school social justice practices,
celebrations of significant events, and prayer life
Good Shepherd’s programs, activities and experiences for the classroom
learning and teaching of religion and the religious life of the school are
responsive to religious diversity, while being faithful to the Catholic Christian
identity of the school.
Examples:
•
•

•
•
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Explicit teaching about prayer - classroom prayer and community prayer
Explicit teaching about social action and justice - student participation
in activities and fundraising to promote Catholic agencies, - Project
Compassion, St Vincent de Paul, support of wider community events –
Farmers Appeal etc
Planning mind maps that incorporate both classroom learning and
teaching and religious life of the school
Explicit teaching about church, community and celebrations - student
participation in planning Blessing and Opening liturgies, Retreat, prayer
liturgies, Good Shepherd’s Way of Being Community, Dispositions of a
Learner, Birth Gifts.

Good Shepherd’s Way of Being Community
This has been exemplified through
developing the Catholic Identity and
culture of the school by focusing on
Good Shepherd’s Way of Being
Community, which was developed
through the Staff Foundation Induction
Program. The ethos and charism of
Good Shepherd acknowledges a sense
of the sacred as an authentic Christian
community
that
builds
quality
relationships modelled on the vision and
values of Jesus.

Birth Gifts

When you become a member of Good Shepherd School you not only
become a member of a learning community which facilitates holistic
learning in a Catholic tradition of education, but you bring your own
birth gifts to this community.
Every single person has not one but several birth gifts that are unique
to that person. There is no one in the whole world with exactly the
same DNA as yourself. God has created each one of us with certain
birth gifts that reflect the ‘image of God’ and the quest for a ‘likeness
of God’ (Genesis 1:27), an image and likeness that fosters ‘life in
abundance’ (John 10:10). The ‘abundance of life’ is for you, others,
creation and intimacy with a gracious God. Your birth gifts are for this
‘abundance of life.’

Dr Kevin Treston

Your birth gift may be an ability to enjoy working with children who
have learning difficulties, or you may have a quiet presence which children and parents come to
admire. Whatever those birth gifts are, they are yours. However, our birth gifts are given to us,
not just to enhance our own life journeys but to enrich the lives of the wider community. Birth
gifts are both personal and for the common good. Jealousy of the birth gifts of others is a deadly
foe to a school community. We rejoice that others can do some things better than us without in
any way feeling inadequate. A false humility is also an enemy of
utilising our birth gifts.
Thus, I encourage you to develop those birth gifts and joyfully
recognise that you bring something precious to your school. The
school community needs your birth gifts. Let your birth gifts shine
and flourish for the mission of Good Shepherd Catholic School.
Consider these questions:
What are some of my birth gifts that I bring to Good Shepherd
School?
How might I utilise these gifts for the school community?
What do I need to do to nurture and develop these birth gifts?
Do I encourage others to express their birth gifts in promoting holistic education in Good
Shepherd School?
Dr Kevin Treston
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School Song

The Good Shepherd Way
By Andrew Chinn in consultation with the school community of
Good Shepherd, Springfield Lakes, Queensland, January 2017

Welcomed in love, nurtured in faith
We walk on sacred ground, we are called by name
We walk in His footsteps, it’s a journey we share
We gather in love the Good Shepherd Way
This is my story, this is my song
Called by name I am nurtured, I belong
Welcomed in faith we are one family
Guided to the light, may we grow in peace
This is our story, together we grow
Called by our name, we learn and we know
Together we pray, we shepherd each other
Guided in mercy we are sisters and brothers
This is a story, the story of hope
Called in God’s name, we reach out in love
With joy in our hearts, we are hope for the world
Guided in peace we are God’s living word
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