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Dear Guest, 

Welcome to Good Shepherd Catholic Primary school. As you walk through 

the grounds of Good Shepherd, we share with you a little about our story. 

We opened our doors as a Brisbane Catholic Education School on 

Wednesday 30 January 2013, welcoming sixty-seven students to our 

excellent educational facility. The journey continues with history in the 

making … part of Brisbane Catholic Archdiocese. We will provide a proud 

history of extraordinary opportunities and countless possibilities, creating an educational school of 

excellence as a Catholic School within the Springfield Lakes community.  

We belong to the welcoming, inclusive parish community of Our Lady of the Southern Cross Parish 

(Church consecrated and blessed on 1 September 2017), partnering with the well-established and 

highly regarded St Augustine’s College at Augustine Heights.  In addition, Centacare’s CEEC 

(Catholic Early Education Centre) Long Day Care, Kindy and OSHC (Operating since January 

2018). This building is located opposite Good Shepherd’s Administration Building.  

Good Shepherd staff come with a wide range of experience, skills and expertise and a deep 

commitment to providing students with quality relationships and positive creative learning 

experiences. The Staff look forward to working closely with our students and parents/caregivers. 

Our families form a critical part of the tapestry that is Good Shepherd Catholic Primary School, 

Springfield Lakes. As a community, everyone contributes their time, skills and energy to create a 

spirit of care, hospitality, collaboration and respect; and a community that values and promotes 

authentic learning and positive relationships. 

As an educational leader, I believe: 

Education is about personalised learning, taking each person as they are and then providing 

opportunities for them to become more, within the personal and communal context in which they 

live. Catholic education is about immersing the community in Catholic Identity through the ministry 

of educating within the Christian story and the Catholic Tradition. It is about enabling people to 

make meaning of life through the lens of a personal and communal faith. A Catholic school is part 

of a wider learning community, and its mission is to nurture and support people in their journey as 

life-long learners by harnessing the social, intellectual, spiritual and financial capital of the whole. 

Students and adult learners expect to be empowered as knowledgeable, creative contributors to 

both the local and global community to which they belong. 

As Principal, I commit my leadership to working closely with our school and local community to 

realize your hopes and aspirations for your children and our students. 

May God bless our journey forward. May Jesus, Teacher and The Good Shepherd, lead and care 

for us and may the Spirit spread wisdom over us and be with us in all we do and strive to become 

as members of Good Shepherd community. May Venerable Catherine McAuley continue to 

promote her spirit of welcome and hospitality through all who are part of and all who visit Good 

Shepherd Catholic School. 

Blessings, 

 

 

Judith Anne Seery – Principal 
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History and Ownership of the Site 
In 2010 the approval of the Archbishop of Brisbane was sought for the opening of a Catholic 
primary school in the Springfield Lakes area for 2013. 
 
A site was purchased from Delfin with significant earth works included as part of the 
acquisition. The entry/exit points are defined by Delfin. The master plan accounts for a four-
stream primary school (up to 800 students) with a two-stream intake occurring in the initial 
stages.  Over time and through consultation with stakeholders, including surrounding 
Diocesan and Parish primary schools and the Executive Director, the enrolment levels 
continue to grow with demand from the designated catchment area. 
 
Of the site, 4 ha was made available for Brisbane Catholic Education to develop a school as 
well as, the Archdiocese completing the building of a Catholic Church (2017) and Centacare 
Early Education and Childcare facilities (2018). Both the Church and the Early Ed and 
Childcare facilities are operating at capacity. 
 

     Archdiocesan and Parish Planning 
The Archdiocese released plans in 2010 to form a new parish in the Springfield area.  This 
strategy was key to the Catholic Church being an integral part of the Springfield community. 
School facilities for parish gatherings and worship were made available until the Church was 
built. 
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Brisbane Archdiocese: Centacare 
Brisbane Archdiocesan Centacare provides an Out of School Hours Care program, firstly 
through the availability of accessing space at Good Shepherd and now through their own 
facilities as well as space at the school. 
 

    Governance 
The Archdiocese is both the canonical and civil owner of the school site, which is administered 
by Brisbane Catholic Education on behalf of the Archdiocese of Brisbane. 
  
The site was purchased with funds allocated for educational purposes.  The Archdiocese 
purchased a portion of land for undesignated non-school use. (Church and Centacare). 
 

Demographics 
Over time, Good Shepherd Catholic Primary School in Springfield Lakes is expected to 
accommodate four streams.  The school’s catchment area includes the suburbs within the 
Springfield development as well as some areas near Greenbank and New Beith.  Population 
growth in these areas is expected to be significant for the primary school-aged population. 
  
The primary school-aged population of the Statistical Local Area (SLA) of Ipswich East SLA 
is expected to grow by more than 11,000 residents. This growth is mostly projected for the 
Springfield area and would place substantial pressure on existing Catholic schools in the area, 
namely St Augustine’s (Springfield). 
 

Religious Life of the School 
Religious Education in the contemporary Catholic school comprises two distinct but 
complementary dimensions – teaching people religion and teaching people to be religious. 
 
Teaching people religion is an educational activity focused on the teaching and learning of 
religion and utilising a range of learning processes and resources. Teaching people to be 
religious is identified with the religious life of the school and is a faith development activity 
focused on nurturing the religious, spiritual and faith growth of students. 

  
The two dimensions are complementary and interrelated. In a Catholic school, teaching people 
religion and teaching people to be religious draw upon the Catholic Christian tradition in ways 
that are sensitive to local context and the ecumenical and multi-faith realities of our world. 
School communities seek to understand and utilise the distinctiveness of these two 
dimensions of religious education in the holistic education and formation of students. 
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The Guidelines for the Religious Life of the School (RLOS) assists school communities in the 
Archdiocese in the development of faith of their members by providing a lens through which 
their religious life may be viewed and developed. These Guidelines assist school communities 
to engage in practical ways in implementing the Vision Statement for Catholic Education in 
the Archdiocese of Brisbane, particularly its call to Teach, Challenge and Transform. The 
RLOS document outlines four components, each with three elements, in the religious life of a 
school. 
 

Name of the School 
“I have come that you may have life and have it to the full.  I am the Good Shepherd” 
John 10:10-11 
This gospel verse depicts the values identified for the community of Good Shepherd Catholic 
Primary school.  It speaks to us of belonging and connectedness. Each member of our 
community is known by their baptismal name. Hence, we have been Called by Name.  Good 
Shepherd symbolises the inclusion, care and compassion for each member of the school 
community. Families are welcomed, supported and nourished in the love of God.  
 

Mission and Vision 

 

 

 

 

https://kweb2007.bne.catholic.edu.au/ree/RE/SiteResources/Guidelines_for_the_Religious_Life_of_the_School.pdf


 Page 6 
 

Vision Statement  

The Vision and Mission formed part of the Foundation 
Staff Induction Program in 2012. Good Shepherd 
Catholic Primary school mission and vision 
statements are consistent with the Vision for Catholic 
Education in the Archdiocese of Brisbane, which calls 
us to Teach, Challenge and Transform and reflect the 
values of Good Shepherd Catholic Primary School 
community.  

The vision for Good Shepherd Catholic Primary 
school takes into account aboriginal spirituality which 
recognises the connections of spirit, people and land. 
The Jagera and Turriubul people are acknowledged 
as the traditional owners of the land on which the 
school is built.  

Motto & Logo 
Good Shepherd Catholic Primary school motto, 
“Called by Name”, depicts a community where each 
individual is known, respected, and valued. It 
proclaims a community where all belong, are 
included, and connect with each other.  
 

The motto signifies the call by God to be people of respect, hope, faith, love, and reconciliation. 
The community is called to be a sacramental people and challenged to live out the gospel 
values.  
 
Good Shepherd Catholic Primary school logo symbolises the call and connectedness in Jesus, 
the Good Shepherd. 

 
This cross symbolises Jesus, The Good Shepherd 
 

 
 
 

These dots form the indigenous symbolism that is of the community and acknowledges the 
Jagera and Turriubul people as the traditional owners of the land 
on which the school is built. 

 
 

These lines symbolise all that is our connection with the environment 
 
 
 

The placement of these symbols together in the logo, along with the motto “Called by Name”, 
symbolises the call and connectedness in Jesus, the Good Shepherd. 
 
School colours 
The school colours, of blue and green, symbolise Good Shepherd Catholic Primary school 
community’s connection with the environment.   
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Community Relationships 
Good Shepherd Catholic Primary School is supported through the Springfield parish of Our 
Lady of the Southern Cross. A key relationship within the same parish will be with the regional 
Catholic P-12 College, St Augustine’s College in Augustine Heights. The two schools 
collaborate on important matters, such as enrolment policies and school fees; transition from 
primary to secondary; early childhood education and care; professional learning etc.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good Shepherd Catholic Primary School is becoming a prominent contributor within the 
community of Greater Springfield through relationships as per the following:  

• Good Shepherd’s Way of Being Community 

• Building strong relationships with the wider church community i.e. the Archdiocese and 
agencies - building a strong relationship.  

• Building professional working relationships with Federal, State, and local government 
representatives and agencies, especially in Ipswich City Council 

• Contributing to build a professional collaborative culture with Education City precinct & 
neighbouring schools through the Springfield Learning Coalition. 

• Developing supportive relationships with local businesses, sporting, and community 
organisations and welfare services 

• Building working partnership with Springfield Land Corporation  

• Gaining a deeper understanding of indigenous culture by building a relationship with the 
local Indigenous community and naming our new undercover area with an indigenous 
name when it was completed at the end of 2015. The name given is Dirram Yani. It is 
Good Shepherd’s Meeting Place for the purpose of gathering together for celebrations, 
play and chatting. 

• Developing a professional partnership with USQ  

• Building a relationship with the local media 

• FACE’N (Family and Community Engagement Network) – Parental involvement 
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Signage at Good Shepherd 
Good Shepherd has named its buildings after Saints or Religious places. Learning pods are 
not known as Year Levels, however, are known by the name of a building, i.e. Assisi. The 
following are the names of buildings and places. 
 
Catherine McAuley Boulevard is name after Venerable Catherine McAuley. The Sisters of 
Mercy were known as the walking sisters. The Boulevard is a pathway where the community 
walk many times throughout the day and future years. 
 
Mercy Hospitality Centre is our Tuckshop. Catherine’s spirit was one of hospitality to all she 
welcomed to her convents and schools. Good Shepherd accepts Catherine’s spirit of 
hospitality as a school community in the spirit of welcome. 
 
Assisi Exploring Place (Prep classes) takes its name from St Francis of Assisi, known for 
his care of the environment and the poor. 
 
MacKillop Discovering Place (Years 1) takes the name of our first Australian saint. As a 
young woman, Mary became concerned that so many children in rural Australia could not 
afford to be educated. Mary knew that education was a key to freedom and that it was unfair 
that so many children should be denied access to education. 
 
Nagle Creating Place (Year 2). Takes the name of Venerable Nano Nagle, foundress of the 
Presentation Sisters in Dublin Ireland and invited Catherine McAuley to complete her novitiate 
at the Presentation Convent. Nano was a teacher and learner who worked with the poor and 
needy. She gave voice to the young. 
 
Ignatius Designing Place (Years 3 - 4) Takes the name of St Ignatius Loyola who strove to 

be a contemplative in action. He was passionate scholar. 
 
Hildegard Leading Place (Years 5-6) Takes the name of Hildegard, is a Doctor of the Church. 
Hildegard of Bingen OSB, a German Benedictine abbess, writer, composer, philosopher, 
Christian mystic, visionary, and polymath. She is one of the best-known composers of sacred 
monophonic music, as well as the most recorded in modern history. She has been considered 
by many in Europe to be the founder of scientific natural history in Germany. 
 
McAuley Learning Place (Resource Centre) takes the name of Catherine McAuley, 
foundress of the Sisters of Mercy and the patronage of Good Shepherd. 

 
The Story of Catherine McAuley  

Catherine McAuley was born in Dublin, 
Ireland, in September 1778 and went on to 
establish the Sisters of Mercy in December 
1831. With Catherine McAuley's vision as 
our shared legacy Good Shepherd 
continues the call to Mercy from the 
foundation year of 2013 and now in the 
succeeding years, to promote the Mercy 
vision in ways that are creative, life-giving, 
appropriate to the times and sufficiently 
compelling to the Works of Mercy, 
especially in the context of education. As a 
school community we reflect on 
Catherine’s spirituality and link this to our daily prayer practices. 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=catherine+mcauley&source=images&cd=&docid=FI_h3odYk2XgbM&tbnid=ciHC3Uia5F4dOM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.olmc.nsw.edu.au/school/about/catherine-mcauley-founder-of-the-sisters-of-mercy&ei=z8FPUaKcN8jVkgXsqoCADA&psig=AFQjCNGpaKxTRAvM2MM0CPuyolFoYBQ1xw&ust=1364267846662336
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=catherine+mcauley&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=NmdgoIOTW3CPJM&tbnid=-cuhBOtxfSbPmM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.mercyfamilyservices.org.au/origins.html&ei=H8JPUZ6PA8iRkAXe74DoBA&psig=AFQjCNGpaKxTRAvM2MM0CPuyolFoYBQ1xw&ust=1364267846662336
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Why is the story of Catherine McAuley important to Good Shepherd? 
Good Shepherd Catholic Primary School at Springfield Lakes has been placed under the 
patronage of Venerable Catherine McAuley with permission from the Congregation of the 
Sisters of Mercy, Brisbane.  
 
The reason for the inclusion of the Mercy charism within the context of Good Shepherd’s 
Religious Life of the School is ideally linked to the early foundations of the Mercy Sisters’ 
presence in the Ipswich region/corridor. To this end, it is believed that it is appropriate for the 
Mercy spirit to continue today carrying on the spirit of Catherine McAuley within the local region 
and in particular with the Blessing and Opening of Good Shepherd   in 2013, 150 years after 
the Mercy Sisters founded St Mary’s Catholic Primary and Secondary College at Ipswich. 
 
During November 2012 Good Shepherd’s Foundation Staff were involved in a five-day 
Induction Program, held at Mercy Place Bardon. We believe that it was a perfect timing to 
include and promote the Mercy charism as part of the program.   

 
Photos: … Left: St Mary’s School in the early 
1900’s and ...  Right - A group of St Mary’s 
Students.   

 
Sister (Dr) Mary Lawson RSM led a day of reflection on our calling to be Mercy to others as 
part of the Ipswich Mercy journey. In 2013, St Mary’s Ipswich Primary School founded by the 
Sisters of Mercy celebrated 150 years of education within the local community at Ipswich and 
St Joseph’s North Ipswich celebrated 100 years. Good Shepherd celebrated this special 
occasion with St Joseph’s 100 years and Good Shepherd’s celebration of 100 days. 
Catherine’s legacy is found throughout the Ipswich area. Many of the schools in the Ipswich 
area have already celebrated one hundred plus years.  
 

The Story of St Francis of Assisi 
St Francis of Assisi was born at Assisi in Umbria in 1182. Francis felt 
himself called to preach, and soon was joined by companions. When 
they numbered eleven, he gave them a short Rule and received 
approval from Pope Innocent 111 for the brotherhood, which Francis 
called the Friars Minor. In his life and preaching, Francis emphasized 
simplicity and poverty, relying on God's providence rather than 
worldly goods. The brothers worked or begged for what they needed 
to live, and any surplus was given to the poor. Francis turned his 
skills as a troubadour to the writing of prayers and hymns. 
  
In 1212, Clara Sciffi, a girl from a noble family of Assisi, left her family 
to join Francis. With his encouragement she founded a sisterhood at 
San Damiano, the Poor Ladies, later the Poor Clares. In 1219 

Francis joined the crusaders and preached to the Sultan of Egypt. Francis called for simplicity 
of life, poverty, and humility before God. He worked to care for the poor, and one of his first 
actions after his conversion was to care for lepers. Thousands were drawn to his sincerity, 
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piety, and joy. In all his actions, Francis sought to follow fully and literally the way of life 
demonstrated by Christ in the Gospels. Our Pope (March 19, 2013) has chosen to be named 
Pope Francis after St Francis as he is called to care for all people including the poor and the 
needy and the environment. 

 
The Story of St Mary of the Cross Mackillop 
MacKillop is named after our first Australian saint. Mary MacKillop 
was an Australian woman, of Scottish descent, born in Melbourne in 
1842. 
 
As a young woman she became concerned that so many children in 
rural Australia could not afford to be educated. Mary knew that 
education was a key to freedom and that it was unfair that so many 
children should be denied access to education. 
She also knew that God's love was the greatest freedom of all, and 
that through the right sort of education children could come to learn 
about God's love. 
 

Together with her friend, Fr Julian Tennison Woods, 
she developed a plan for starting up schools for 
children caught in the poverty trap. Her dream was 
to tap their human potential and draw them closer 
to Jesus Christ. She gathered other like-minded 
girls and young women and put her plan into action. 
These women became the community of religious 
sisters known as the Sisters of St Joseph. 
 

We honour Mary MacKillop because she was a courageous Australian who, at great cost to 
herself, followed her dream to spread the Good News to the children of Australia.  

 
The Story of Nano Nagle  

“If I could be of service in serving souls in any part of the world, 
I would gladly do all in my power.”   Nano Nagle Honora (Nano) 
Nagle, who in 2003 was named the “greatest Irish person of all 
time”, was born in 1718 at Ballygriffin in Cork, Ireland. For 200 
years, Ireland had suffered  under oppressive British rule. The 
purpose of the Penal Laws imposed by the British were 
described by Edmund Burke, a famous parliamentarian and 
orator and a distant relation of Nano Nagle on his mother’s side, 
as “to reduce the Catholics in Ireland to a miserable populace, 
without property, without estimation, without education.” The Act 
of 1695 made it unlawful to open a Catholic School in Ireland or 
to travel overseas for a Catholic education. The Nagle family had 
connections in France and they managed to send their 
daughters Nano and Ann to Paris where they lived for 16 years. 

They received a Catholic education and lived the life of well-to-do young women in French 
society.  
 
After their father’s death, Nano and Ann returned to Dublin to live with their mother. Here Nano 
came face to face with desperate poverty on the streets of Dublin.  After the death of her 
mother and her sister Ann, Nano returned to live with her brother at Ballygriffin. However, 
confronted with the misery, poverty and hopelessness of the Irish people, she went to France 
and entered a Benedictine convent at Ypres to pray for them. After a short time, with the help 
of a spiritual director, Nano realised that her vocation was to return to Ireland to address the 
injustice of the Penal Laws by educating poor Irish children and caring for those who were the 
poorest and oppressed.  

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=mary+mackillop&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=4XYdSxA5dpWbkM&tbnid=x75VQwE_jm8crM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://mmkmelb.blogspot.com/feeds/posts/default&ei=4LpPUbiKNZHpkAW0wIC4AQ&bvm=bv.44158598,d.aGc&psig=AFQjCNEs2Sol9AQHm4l-8ucuomlAz55odA&ust=1364266059766530
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In January 1775, at the age of 56, Nano invited two young women who assisted her in the 
schools to join her as the first members of her own religious order. Another young woman 
joined them later. Nano’s dream was to have a group of women who would be dedicated to 
the education of those who were poor and destitute and to other “lantern works” that would 
challenge the unjust social and political structures that made and kept people poor. On 
Christmas Eve 1775, Nano’s own congregation of sisters was established – the Sisters of 
Charitable Instruction of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. When in 1805 the Order was approved by 
Rome, the name of the congregation was changed to “The Presentation Sisters of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary”.   
 

Catherine McAuley, Foundress of the Sisters of Mercy – Dublin, 
undertook her Novitiate with the congregation, “The Presentation 
Sisters of the Blessed Virgin Mary” in Dublin. Hence the reason why 
we chose Nagle as the name of our newest building. Our school was 
placed under the Patronage of Catherine McAuley, with the Sisters of 
Mercy permission, in 2013.  
 
Nano became well known as “The Lady with the Lantern”. Her sisters 
were called “Nano’s Walking Nuns” because, like Nano, they walked 
the streets of Cork bringing assistance and comfort to those who were 
most in need. Nano Nagle died on April 26, 1784. Her last words to 

the small group of sisters at her bedside were “Love one another as you have hitherto done. 
Spend yourselves for the poor.” 

 

The Story of St Ignatius of Loyola  
St Ignatius of Loyola strove to be a contemplative in action. He was 
a passionate scholar. 
 
St. Ignatius of Loyola Feast Day: July 31. St. Ignatius of Loyola was 
born in 1491, one of 13 children of a family of minor nobility in 
northern Spain. As a young man Ignatius of Loyola was inflamed by 
the ideals of love and knighthood and dreamed of doing great deeds. 
 
But in 1521 Ignatius was gravely wounded in a battle with the French. 
While recuperating, Ignatius of Loyola experienced a conversion. 
Reading the lives of Jesus and the saints made Ignatius happy and 
aroused desires to do great things. Ignatius realized that these 
feelings were clues to God’s direction for him. 
 
Over the years, Ignatius became expert in the art of spiritual direction. He collected his 
insights, prayers, and suggestions in his book the Spiritual Exercises, one of the most 
influential books on the spiritual life ever written. With a small group of friends, Ignatius of 
Loyola founded the Society of Jesus, or the Jesuits. Ignatius conceived the Jesuits as 
“contemplatives in action.” This also describes the many Christians who have been touched 
by Ignatian spirituality. 
 
The Jesuits today have over five hundred universities and colleges; thirty thousand members; 
and teach over twenty thousand students each year. Our current Pope is a member of the 
Jesuit Order. Reflection: Let us pray today in the words of St. Ignatius of Loyola: "Give me 
only your love and your grace. With this I am rich enough and I have no more to ask."  
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The Story of Saint Hildegard of Bingen 
Abbess, artist, author, composer, mystic, pharmacist, poet, preacher, theologian—where to 
begin in describing this remarkable woman? Born into a noble family, she was instructed for 
ten years by the holy woman Blessed Jutta. When Hildegard was 18, she became a 
Benedictine nun at the Monastery of Saint Disibodenberg. 
 

Ordered by her confessor to write down the visions that she had 
received since the age of three, Hildegard took ten years to 
write her Scivias (Know the Ways). Pope Eugene III read it, and 
in 1147, encouraged her to continue writing. Her Book of the 
Merits of Life and Book of Divine Works followed. She wrote 
over 300 letters to people who sought her advice; she also 
composed short works on medicine and physiology and sought 
advice from contemporaries such as Saint Bernard of 
Clairvaux. 

 
Hildegard’s visions caused her to see humans as “living sparks” of God’s love, coming from 
God as daylight comes from the sun. Sin destroyed the original harmony of creation; Christ’s 
redeeming death and resurrection opened up new possibilities. Virtuous living reduces the 
estrangement from God and others that sin causes. 
 
Like all mystics, Hildegard saw the harmony of God’s creation and the place of women and 
men in that. This unity was not apparent to many of her contemporaries. 
 
Hildegard was no stranger to controversy. The monks near her original foundation protested 
vigorously when she moved her monastery to Bingen, overlooking the Rhine River. She 
confronted Emperor Frederick Barbarossa for supporting at least three antipopes. Hildegard 
challenged the Cathars, who rejected the Catholic Church claiming to follow a more pure 
Christianity. 
 
Between 1152 and 1162, Hildegard often preached in the Rhineland. Her monastery was 
placed under interdict because she had permitted the burial of a young man who had been 
excommunicated. She insisted that he had been reconciled with the Church and had received 
its sacraments before dying. Hildegard protested bitterly when the local bishop forbade the 
celebration of or reception of the Eucharist at the Bingen monastery, a sanction that was lifted 
only a few months before her death. 
 
In 2012, Hildegard was canonized and named a Doctor of the Church by Pope Benedict 
XVI. Her Liturgical Feast Day is September 17. 
 

Education Context  
“A Catholic school is not simply a place where lessons are taught; it is a centre that has an 
operative educational philosophy, attentive to the needs of today’s youth and illuminated by 
the gospel message.” The Religious Dimension of Education in a Catholic School n.22 
 

Brisbane Catholic Education Beliefs about Learning and Teaching 
As a Catholic community the school will advocate for all to live the gospel of Jesus Christ as  

• successful 

• creative and confident  

• active and informed learners 
empowered to shape and enrich our world. 
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All phases of schooling are informed through Brisbane Catholic Education’s Learning and 
Teaching Framework, Religion Curriculum P-12, and the Annual Strategic Plan. 

 
Alice Springs Mparntwe Education Declaration identifies the important role education plays in 
building a democratic, equitable and just society. The document promotes two goals: 

 
1. Promote equity and excellence for all 
2. Provide opportunities for all young Australians to become successful learners, confident 

and creative individuals, active and informed citizens. 
 

The Religion Curriculum P-12 is the source for all planning, learning and teaching of Religion 
in Brisbane Catholic Education schools. 
 
The Australian Curriculum is the source of all curriculum planning, assessment and reporting 
for all learning areas covered by the Australian Curriculum.  Learning areas not covered by 
the Australian Curriculum are sourced from the relevant state statutory body.   
 
The Australian Curriculum is organised around phases of learning using ages as a 
determinant: 

• 5-8 years  Prep to Year 2 

• 8-12 years Years 3 to 6 

• 12-14 years Years 7 to 8 

• 14-16 years Years 9 to 10  

• 16-18 years Years 11 to 12 
 

Vision for Learning and Teaching 
Today’s world can only be described as fast and with constant change, marked by rapid 
developments in science and technology, and where human activity and intervention are 
affecting our environment. Our society is characterised by global interdependency and 
population diversity and mobility, and we increasingly are confronted by complex social and 
environmental issues we cannot avoid. As communities become multicultural and multi-
religious a greater understanding of, and respect for diverse ways of living is required. The 
rate of technological and social change requires new ways of learning that equip students to 
be lifelong learners and persons better adapted to 
the challenges of a rapidly changing world. Good 
Shepherd will be equipping the students with these 
changes in learning. 
 
Approaches to Contemporary Learning and 
Teaching 
The curriculum in the Catholic school expresses the 
educative vision of the school community and an 
authentic understanding of Christ and his teaching. 
Within secular educational and social contexts the 
Catholic school seeks to bring into harmony faith, culture and life. The curriculum of the 
Catholic school is designed to demonstrate the value it holds for the dignity of the human 
person, a preferred culture of community and its commitment to social justice and service for 
the common good. 
 
At Good Shepherd Catholic Primary School, the student is at the centre of all curriculum 
arrangements and interactions within the learning community. The school will offer the 
Australian curriculum, underpinned by high expectations of achievement, to which all students 
are entitled, realised through the transformative pedagogies of teachers. The curriculum will 
combine with the Catholic values and a transformative view of learning and teaching. 
Experiences are designed to help students develop their knowledge, skills and understandings 
in all domains of learning. 

 

https://mybcecatholicedu.sharepoint.com/learning-and-teaching/Shared%20Documents/Learning_&_Teaching_Framework_2019.pdf#search=learning%20and%20teaching%20framework
https://mybcecatholicedu.sharepoint.com/learning-and-teaching/Shared%20Documents/Learning_&_Teaching_Framework_2019.pdf#search=learning%20and%20teaching%20framework
https://www.dese.gov.au/alice-springs-mparntwe-education-declaration/resources/alice-springs-mparntwe-education-declaration
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Home
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Home
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Contexts for Learning  
Early Years Pedagogy  

• Enable children to use their skills and understandings as capable learners 
• Enable children to have ownership of learning (locus of control/agency) 

• Provide opportunities for choice, play-based learning 

• Provide opportunities for learning associated with the factors for success in schooling; 
these factors are identified as social and emotional competence, health and wellbeing, 
language development and communication, cognitive development and approach to 
learning.  

 
Teachers advocate for the various types of play by providing opportunities for families and 
colleagues to dialogue and make connections between their priorities, understandings and 
values and the explicit learning that occurs when play is skilfully and deliberately scaffolded. 
   
Middle Years Learning 
The child at this stage of development is undergoing a period of transition.  They seek greater 
independence as they try to ‘branch out’ yet require structure and modelling and set 
expectations to achieve this over time.  
 
Through this transition the movement from concrete to abstract thinking and change in 
friendship concepts and relationships marks a formative time. 
 
Principles for Middle Years Learning  
Children are curious, enthusiastic, easily motivated and distracted, want to please, are reward 
driven and excited about learning new things and learning how “I” learn. 

• Children discover and define friendship groups more amid a less tactful disposition, 
but some thrive on individual responsibility. 

Pedagogy  
The pedagogy that best supports these children’s 
learning:  

• matures as the students require less 
scaffolding, modelling, immersing and guiding 
and achieve greater independence in their 
learning 

• needs to match developmental age of child as 
they move from learning explicit skills about co-
operation with others to learning how to adjust 
in a pre-adolescent environment 

• requires adaptability in spaces which pre-
determine the scope of many activities i.e. 
limited available spaces forces more fixed 
place / desk learning modes while greater 
space allows for increased flexibility, 
variation in learning modes and increase in 
practical application of learning through the 
use of a combination of such areas as desk, 
floor, wet areas and outdoor areas 

• requires a different approach according to the 
various learning areas and consequently different forms of classroom physical layouts 
to facilitate groups, individual and whole class work as well as explicit teaching spaces 
structured around tasks 

•  requires the teacher’s ability to negotiate tasks and be personalise, flexible, use of the 

Dispositions of the Learner– different for different students (suit individual expression). 



 Page 15 
 

Australian Curriculum - General Capabilities 

Twenty-first century learning does not fit neatly into a curriculum solely organised by learning 
areas or subjects that reflect the disciplines. Increasingly, in a world where knowledge itself is 
constantly growing and evolving, students need to develop a set of knowledge, skills, 
behaviours and dispositions, or general capabilities, that apply across the curriculum and that 
help them to become lifelong learners able to live and work successfully in the diverse world 
of the twenty-first century. 
 
The general capabilities included in the Australian Curriculum are: 

• Literacy 
• Numeracy 
• Information and communication technology  
• Critical and creative thinking 
• Personal and social capability 
• Ethical behaviour 
• Intercultural understanding. 

             
 
 
In the Australian Curriculum, the general capabilities are addressed through the learning areas 
and are identified wherever they are developed or applied in content descriptions. They are 
also identified where they offer opportunities to add depth and richness to student learning in 
content elaborations for example “design thinking”.  
 

Student Wellbeing 
Student wellbeing is supported through a team approach inclusive of Guidance Counsellors, 
STIE and other specialists. Members of the support teamwork in various settings with 
individuals, small and whole class groups.   
 
Our community of Brisbane Catholic Education (BCE) schools values an inclusive approach 
to student support to enable students to successfully complete their studies.  We are entrusted 
to nurture and support students in a safe and welcoming environment that is grounded in our 
Catholic faith in which stewardship and advocacy are key values.   
As Catholic educators, we hold fundamental beliefs 
that are foundational to our work with students, 
parents, colleagues and the broader community.  As 
such we value: our Catholic Christian tradition; 
dignity and justice for all; Catholic Christian 
community; high quality learning; collaboration and 
subsidiarity (shared wisdom); creativity; 
stewardship; and a mutual accountability. 
(Brisbane Catholic Education Annual Strategic 
Framework 2021-2026) 
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In Catholic schools the goal of formation in right behaviour and respectful relationships occurs 
in a supportive community where students are 
provided with models of Christ-centred living and 
where they can learn from their mistakes and build 
and restore relationships in a climate of safety, 
acceptance and reconciliation. At Good Shepherd 
Catholic Primary school we are committed to providing 
the best possible educational opportunities for all of 
our students in an environment where all members of 
our community feel a sense of connectedness and 
belonging and where quality teaching and learning 
maximises educational, social, emotional, physical 
and spiritual outcomes for all. 

 
Code of Expected Student Conduct 
 

• Care (Self, others, environment) 

• Actively Learn 

• Respect (Self, others, environment) 

• Everyone is safe and welcome 
 

 
 
 
Dress Code 

  Statement of Intent for Dress Code 
Good Shepherd Catholic Primary School Springfield Lakes recognises that the wearing of the 
school uniform is an important part of creating a sense of belonging to a community, as well 
as enjoying a sense of identity for students as part of the school community. The daily ritual 
of putting on the school uniform signifies for the student the purpose of learning in a 
religious/spiritual environment. The students are encouraged to say a simple prayer 
acknowledging as they dress in the uniform, that they are commencing a new day of 
educational learning. The wearing of the school uniform contributes in a meaningful way to 
ensure that each student has pride in being a member of the Good Shepherd Catholic Primary 
School community. 
 
 

Year Reviewer Adjustments 

2013 -2019 Judith Anne Seery Inclusion of the Alice Springs 
Declaration 
 

2020 -2021 Judith Anne Seery No adjustments 

2021 Judith Anne Seery Adjustments across the 
document. 

 

 

 


